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WELCOME: 
Inspicio
FROM THE FOUNDING EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
I am pleased to welcome you 
to the first edition of Inspicio’s 
e-Magazine, which is one
part of a new arts publication
platform sponsored by Florida
International University’s
College of Architecture + The
Arts.
Inspicio is currently offered as a website (inspicio.
fiu.edu), where we will continuously publish 
content about all art disciplines whenever it 
is ready for publication, and as a quarterly 
e-Magazine that can be read on tablets and
smartphones.  Eventually we would like to create
a printed version of Inspicio.
Contributors to Inspicio (FIU students, faculty, 
and people of interest) will focus on arts activities 
outside of the immediate FIU community.
In the 1980s, I co-founded two art magazines. 
When Miami Beach became my year-round 
home in December, 2012, I started thinking about 
developing an in-depth arts publication platform 
to engage in serious dialogue with Miami’s art 
communities and tell the world about the dynamic 
Miami art scene. In February, 2014, I met Brian 
Schriner, Dean of FIU’s College of Architecture + 
The Arts (CARTA). Dean Schriner whole-heartedly 
embraced the general concept of an arts publication 
platform, which was already articulated in CARTA 
20/20, a statement of CARTA’s mission, values, 
goals, and strategies through the year 2020.
Inspicio supports CARTA’s mission by providing a 
platform and process for FIU students to critically 
examine and comment upon the art communities 
and activities of South Florida, and have the 
opportunity to publish their work alongside 
professional writers who are regularly published in 
the world’s best publications like The New Yorker, 
the Wall Street Journal and the New York Times. 
In addition, Inspicio aspires to be a sophisticated 
enabler of the arts that becomes a “must-see” 
resource for a global audience interested in the 
Miami art scene.
Planning for the magazine platform began in 2014, 
and on June 15th, 2015, working with a great team 
of students, faculty, and outside professionals, 
we launched the Inspicio website.  Now we have 
added the Inspicio e-Magazine to our platform.
The cover story of the first e-Magazine edition of 
Inspicio is about Dennis Scholl and his evolution as 
a major art collector in Miami.  Until March, 2015, 
Dennis was also the head of the Knight Foundation, 
where he played a significant role in elevating and 
shaping the direction of the Miami art community 
as well as other communities across the country. 
We had the pleasure of having a video-recorded 
discussion with Dennis at his Miami Beach home, 
where we had the opportunity to view beautiful 
selections from the Debra and Dennis Scholl 
Collection of contemporary Australian Aboriginal 
art.
We also had the opportunity for a video-recorded 
discussion with jazz legend Gary Burton, who 
moved his home base from Boston to Fort 
Lauderdale in 2004.  Gary is not only a ground-
breaking vibraphonist who, before the age of 25, 
played in the bands of legends George Shearing 
and Stan Getz, and started his own band at the 
age of 25, but he is also an innovative educator, 
long associated with the Berklee College of Music, 
where he served as Executive Vice President for 
many years. Gary has recorded over 60 albums 
and won 7 Grammy Awards.  
In “Remembering the Buena Vista Social Club” 
by author and long-time New Yorker writer Alec 
Wilkinson, we hark back to 1999 when the band of 
Cuban musicians assembled by Ry Cooder began 
its tour of the US and sold millions of records.  It 
seems especially fitting to reconsider the band 
as we embark on a new relationship with Cuba, 
initiated by President Obama, which is sure to 
have a big impact on Miami arts.
One theme we hope to explore in Inspicio is the 
impact of climate change and rising sea levels 
on the art created in South Florida, an area 
most likely to be effected.  To kick things off, we 
offer an excerpt from The Admiral, a first novel 
by Jim Gilbert, retired founding Editor-in-Chief 
of ShowBoats International (headquartered in 
Fort Lauderdale), and an expert surfer, sailor, fly 
fisherman, and co-founder of the International 
Seakeepers Society.  The Admiral imagines a 
world at the end of the 21st century, where a few 
humans have managed to create a new way of 
living in a more watery environment.  It may be no 
surprise that Jim’s father was a meteorologist.
In addition, Alastair Gordon focuses on the impact 
of climate change and rising sea levels on Miami 
in an article titled “Buoyant City.”  Alastair Gordon 
is Contributing Editor for Architecture and Design 
at WSJ, the Wall Street Journal magazine. He is an 
award-winning author, critic, curator, and filmmaker 
who has written about environmental design issues 
for many other publications including the New 
York Times, T Magazine, Architectural Digest, and 
Vanity Fair. Alastair is also the author of numerous 
critically-acclaimed books on architecture, art, 
and urbanism including Weekend Utopia; Naked 
Airport; Spaced Out; Beach Houses, Romantic 
Modernist; Convergence; and Long Island Modern.
In “The Art of Healing,” FIU student Brittni Winkler 
shares an insightful conversation with Miami artist 
Natalia Vásquez, who uses her art to explain and 
combat depression.
Finally, there is “The Last Laugh,” another theme 
we hope to perpetuate in Inspicio. Humor and 
“art” don’t usually play well together.  Very few 
artists use humor successfully.  Pablo Picasso 
and conceptual artist Douglas Huebler come 
to mind as two artists who could get away with 
humor. Mischa Richter, one of the great New 
Yorker cartoonists and also a fine artist, used to 
complain to me that Honoré Daumier was known 
as a cartoonist during his lifetime and was not 
as highly regarded for his fine art as he is today. 
We want to publish at least one cartoon in every 
magazine issue of Inspicio that will give us a fresh 
perspective on the art world and makes us smile 
a little.  We begin with a beach-inspired cartoon 
from Howie Schneider (1930-2007).  Howie created 
four syndicated comic strips and his cartoons 
were published in magazines such as Esquire, 
McCall’s, The New Yorker, Playboy, and Redbook. 
He was also the author and illustrator of many 
popular children’s books including Chewy Louie 
(Cooper Square).
I hope what you read, hear, and see in Inspicio 
adds value to your appreciation of the arts in 
Miami.  
– Raymond Elman
